[Experimental study of hypoxic pulmonary hypertension].
The dynamic changes in pulmonary vascular tone and reactivity of rats exposed to chronic hypobaric hypoxia were studied with cardiac catheterization and on perfusing isolated lung-preparations. It was found that their greatest rising appeared earlier than that of the pulmonary arterial pressure, and improving heart function might delay the development of hypoxic pulmonary hypertension. Whenever hypoxia was slight in extent, a compensatory increase in cardiac function was seen on the right side with no change in left heart. When hypoxia became more severe, an impairment of heart function occurred predominantly on the left side with or without decrease in the function of the right heart.